CHAP. I.

Of the tradesman in his preparations while an
apprentice.

THE first part of a trader's beginning is ordinarily
very young; I mean, when he goes apprentice, and
the notions of trade are scarce got into his head ;
for the first three or four years they are rather to
be taught submission to family orders, subjection to
their masters, and dutiful attendance in their shops
or warehouses; but this being a part already well
performed3, we shall not dwell upon it here.

But after they have entered the fifth or sixth
year, and begin to think of setting up for themselves,
then is the time to instruct them in such things as
may qualify them best to enter upon the world, and
act for themselves when they are so entered.

The first thing a youth, in the latter part of his
time, is to do, is to endeavour to gain a good judg-
ment in the wares of all kinds that he is like to deal
in. The first years of his time he of course learns
to weigh and measure either liquids or solids, to
pack up and make bales, trusses, packs, &c., and to
do the coarser and laborious part of business; but
all that gives him little knowledge in the species of

a In a little piece, entituled " The Apprentice's Vade
Mecum, or Young Man's Pocket Companion," which,
besides some other very needful things, contain general
rules and directions for a young man's behaviour in his
apprenticeship.